
 
Harvey Burr was more than just a great salesman. He was a great person and to many, a great friend.  
 
Practically more of an institution than some businesses in this industry, Harvey had been in this line of work 
since the 1960’s when he first went to work for the legendary HH Harris in downtown Chicago. Later, he 
worked at the equally iconic Gabby Hartnett’s in Lincolnwood until it closed down and since then, he worked 
here at Shore Galleries. 
 
Harvey learned the business from the irascible Herbie Harris and his knowledge of handguns and how they 
worked was honed there. He was a fixture at Hartnett’s and whether you were a retail customer or a shooter on 
their range, it was hard not to have benefitted from his knowledge or assistance. He learned even more about the 
“business”  there and all that live firing allowed him to see (first hand) more about actual gun performance than 
most people see in a lifetime.  
 
And for the past twenty-five years here at Shore, Harvey used that knowledge and his skills as a salesman to 
help people make the right choices whether they needed a new deer rifle for that big trip out west or the ideal 
off-duty handgun for that trip to the store or dinner with the family. Handgun or long gun, ammo or 
components, he was someone who could advise you according to your needs. And advise you fairly and advise 
you intelligently.  
 
He was someone you could trust and he was someone who had built up a huge following among the gun 
community within the Chicagoland area. People would come in the store looking for “something”  and he would 
guide them to the “right thing” . New customers with questions would be questioned themselves in order make 
sure he knew enough about their needs to make an informed recommendation. Old friends would come in the 
store and he would simply tell them what to buy for in many cases he had gotten to know them better than they 
often knew themselves. 
 
Sure, he could grumble at people too but his wit, his knowledge and his overriding sense of commitment to the 
customer made him one of the best resources and one of the best employees this store has ever had. He was 
asset to us and an aid to the people we serve. But even more important than that, he was a friend to us all. He 
will be missed but at the same time, he will be remembered. And remembered for a long time to come. 


